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The Select Board of the Town of Wes*ord, Vermont has considered a draG municipal wastewater 
ordinance for the governance of a community wastewater disposal system serving the Town 
Common, which would be considered for adop:on, if and when a system is approved by Town 
voters and ul:mately built.  
 
Key provisions and policies contained in the draG wastewater ordinance are provided below. Text 
from the ordinance draG is shown in boxes, with explana:on following. The full draG of the 
ordinance is available at Town Offices. 

The Wastewater Service Area Is Limited 
Sec$on 7.2, page 11

 
 
The Wastewater Service Area within which proper:es may voluntarily connect to the system is 
established in the ordinance. The draG refers to the maps in the August 2023 30% Design 
Documents. The Wastewater Service Area may not be changed without a vote to amend the 
ordinance by the Select Board. 

Connec7on to the System Is Voluntary 
Sec$on 7.3, page 11 and Sec$on 7.4, page 12 

 
 

 
 
No owner of a lawfully-opera:ng on-site system would be required to connect to the community 
wastewater system. Exis:ng on-site systems may be expanded so long as the expansion does not 
create or increase encroachment into a well head protec:on zone on another owner’s property. 
Property owners within the Wastewater Service Area whose on-site systems have failed may  
replace the system, provided the replacement system does not create or increase encroachment 
into a well head protec:on zone on another owner’s property. 
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No Cost to Connect During Construc7on 
Sec$on 7.6, page 12 

 
 
Property owners who connect to the system voluntarily during its ini:al construc:on are not 
required to pay sewer connec:on fees. The cost to construct the building sewer, house 
connec:on, and any sep:c tank abandonment costs for those choosing to connect during 
construc:on will be funded through project’s construc:on contract. Once the project is 
constructed, property owners will be responsible for the cost to connect to the system and will 
be charged a Sewer Connec:on Fee. 

Connec7on Poten7ally Required for Public Health Reasons 
Sec$ons 7.5 and 7.7, page 12 

 
 

 
 
If a community wastewater system is constructed, on-site systems would not be permiYed to be 
expanded if a variance from the State’s on-site wastewater rules (i.e., devia:on from required 
minimum design or setback standards) is required to expand the system (5a). On-site systems 
also could not be expanded in ways that encroach into the well head protec:on zone on another 
owner’s property (5b). The Select Board would have the authority to require discon:nuance of 
an on-site system if a public health hazard is created (7a), if replacement would expand into the 
well head protec:on zone on another owner’s property (7b and 4b above), or if the property 
owner is not willing or able to construct a properly func:oning system (7c). 
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Capacity (Flow) Alloca7on Basis Established 
Sec$on 7.9, Page 13 

 
 
Wastewater charges and capacity alloca:ons will be determined for each property using State of 
Vermont wastewater rules for non-residen:al proper:es (9a) and flat rates for studio/one- 
bedroom, two-bedroom, and three or more bedroom residen:al units (9b). Because a public 
water system is neither proposed now nor envisioned for the Wes*ord Town Common, flow from 
individual units will not be metered at the property. Therefore, the flows set forth in the Vermont 
rules and in this sec:on of the ordinance would define the capacity alloca:on for each connected 
property. 

20% of the PermiNed System Capacity Is Retained as Town Reserve 
Capacity 
Sec$on 9.2, Page 16 

 
 
Unless the ordinance is amended by the Select Board, 20% of the system’s permiYed capacity 
would be maintained as Town Reserve and would not be available to support new development 
or expanded use. Presently the capacity is 24,300 gallons per day (gpd); 20% is 4,860 gpd. 
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Alloca7on of Remaining Capacity Is First Come, First Served 
Sec$ons 9.3 and 9.4, page 16 

 
 
Unless specifically approved by the Board aGer a public hearing, uncommiYed reserve capacity 
(i.e., permiYed capacity less the Town Reserve and allocated capacity) would be available to 
property owners within the Wastewater Service Area on a first come, first served basis, through 
applica:on procedures described in Sec:on 10. 

Holding a Capacity Alloca7on for More than One Year Requires Payment 
of a Por7on of the Wastewater Charge 
Sec$on 10.5.a.iii, page 17 and Sec$on 10.7.b, page 19 

 
 

 
 
Any person holding a wastewater capacity alloca:on for a period of more than one year, where 
the property has not yet been connected to the wastewater system, will pay the Capital 
Construc:on Charge por:on of the applicable wastewater fees. A standard requirement in public 
wastewater systems, charging capacity holders a por:on of the applicable wastewater fee 
ensures that capacity alloca:on holders are paying their propor:onal share of the cost of 
maintaining the system’s permiYed capacity. 
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Sewer Connec7on Fee Required for New Connec7ons ASer System 
Construc7on 
Sec$on 12.2, page 22 

 
 
Any property owner connec:ng to the system aGer its ini:al construc:on would pay a Sewer 
Connec:on Fee set by the Select Board. This is a standard charge in public wastewater service 
systems. 

Wastewater System User Fees/Charges Based on Annual System 
Opera7ng Costs 
Sec$on 12.3, page 22 and Sec$on 13.3, page 24 

 
 

 
 
Reflec:ng standard prac:ce for public wastewater systems, the periodic charge to system users 
shall be based on the total annual system cost to (1) operate and maintain the system, (2) pay 
back any system-related debt, and (3) maintain a Dedicated Fund (reserve). The ordinance 
proposes to limit annual costs in the Dedicated Fund to 15% of the annual costs of opera:on and 
maintenance plus any system-related debt payments. The cost per gallon shall then be the total 
annual system cost divided by the total permiYed capacity of the system. 
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Individual User Fees/Charges; Billing Frequency and Responsibility 
Sec$on 12.4, page 23 and Sec$on 14.4, page 25 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Also reflec:ng standard prac:ce for public wastewater systems, user charges shall be based on 
the cost per gallon (outlined in Sec:on 12.3) mul:plied by the user’s allocated capacity (outlined 
in Sec:on 7.9). The Town’s general fund (i.e., property taxes) would pay the share of the total 
annual system cost not paid by connected, non-municipal users. Fees would be billed not less 
than quarterly basis (Sec:on 14.4.a) depending on future decisions of the Town’s administra:ve 
staff and Select Board. While property owners may have bills sent to renters, property owners 
ul:mately are responsible for payment of wastewater fees (Sec:on 14.4.e). Standard Town of 
Wes*ord charges for delinquent payments would apply to wastewater user charges. Since a 
public water system is neither proposed nor envisioned, and no “disconnec:on” from the system 
is possible, the authority reference under Sec:on 14.4.c.i above would allow the Town to take 
steps to recover delinquent charges through standard legal channels up to and including placing 
a lien upon the property, as is done today for unpaid taxes. 
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Town Authority to Prevent and Remediate Damage 
Sec$on 19, page 30 and Sec$on 20.3, page 31 

 
 

 
 
Damage to the wastewater system, including discharges not in keeping with the requirements of 
Sec:on 18, are viola:ons of the ordinance and enforceable by the Town. As is standard for all 
public wastewater systems, easements will be obtained from all proper:es connec:ng to the 
wastewater system to allow the Town to enter onto private property for the sole and limited 
purpose of managing the wastewater system. 

Schedule of User Rate Charges and Fees 
Sec$on 12, page 22 and Schedule, page 34 

 
 

 
 
As outlined in Sec:on 12, the Select Board would set wastewater-related fees by Resolu:on. As 
further outlined in Sec:on 12.3, user charges must be related directly to the annual system costs. 


